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The Navy Department is considering the

feasibility of utilizing as coast defenders
the old monitors now lyihg, with the exceptionof the Ajax, at the League Island
Navy Yard, Philadelphia. It is proposed

TNg N1W

.a m
rv l

This is how the old war-t

Navy Yard and the propositio
distance of one and one-half m

to equip thein with fifteen-inch dynamite
guns similar to those now in use at Sandy
Hook and San Francisco.
The utmost secrecy has been observed

concerning this matter in the department,
and it was only by the merest accident
that it leaked out yesterday, that CommodoreW. T. Sampson, Chief of the
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Bureau of Ordnance of the Navy Department,had favorably received a proposition
made by the Pneumatic Torpedo and ConstructionCompany, of this city,/to examine
the monitors and prepare plans showing
how the desired improvements could be
carried out.
In acordance with the wishes expressed

by the department, T. S. Darling, presi-
ticni OI tut' liuuve unuicu uuLupuujr, U.UU

Captain J. J. Rapleff, the company's engineer,and the inventor of the improved
dynamite'gun, visited the eight monitors.
They found them in fairly good condition
considering the wear and tear of time and
their antiquated construction.

Mast Be Overlianled.
The monitors will, however, need considerableoverhauling before they can be

put in suitable condition for the uses designated.
The report of Engineer Rapieff shows

that it could be possible to equip each one

OLD MONITORS WHIG
The old war monitors are eight

Name.
Ajax
Canonicus
Manopae
Manhattan
Catskill
Jason
-r^Jilgh
Montauk

of the monitors with a 15-inch pneumatic
dynamite gun, which could be fired horizontallyand would be capable of sending
shells containing 500 pounds of dynamite a
distance of nearly one and a half miles.
One of these tremendous siiells falling anywherein the vicinity of an enemy's vessel
wnulrl wlno tliom ofT thr» unrfnon r\f fha uon

The accuracy of aim attained by the dynamitegun in recent trials is well known.
One dynamite destroyer moving hither and
thither in a harbor would be worth the
thunders of many big guns.
The .working plans for the transformationof the monitors are not yet complete,
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the antiquated structure of the monitor
themselves. The turrets are old fashione
and do not revolve readily, nor do the
traverse an arc of sufficient magnitude t
afford the guns full sweep. The engine
are old and slow, but this is not a vital ot
jection, because it is not contemplate
that the monitors shall be used as set
going vessels. In many respects, howevei
they are admirably adapted for the moun
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ing of the dynamite guns. Ample protec
tion would be provided by the turrets fo
the trunnion supports of the gun and th
delicate mechanism surrounding the she
chambers and breech.
"On each of these monitors," said Car

tain Rupieff yesterday, "there are not
two old 15-inch, smooth-bore, Dahlgre:
guns, which, with their mounts, welg
about forty-two tons. The 15-inch dynu
mite gun as mounted on shore weighs abou
fifty tons. The additional weight would b
mainly in the reservoirs and pumping aj
paratus, all of which can be dispersed i:
the hold and close to the keel.

Mechanism Very Delicate.
"The principal difficulty would be t

properly protect the delicate mechanist
surrounding the trunions of the gun. I
this gun we not only employ an explosive
but we also had to control electrical an
pneumatic forces. The mechanism is mor
delicate than the finest watch.
"We should probably findampleprotectio

in placing the body of the gun within tli
twelv<Mnoh turret, although on so doin
we would be able to range through an ar
of 270 degrees. I cannot yet say what th
expense of these alterations would b(

H WILL BE UTILIZED.
in nilmher as follows:

Dis- Present No. Horse
placement. guns. power.

2,100 1 340
2,100 2 340
2,100 2 340
2,100 2 340
1,875 2 340
1,875 2 340
1,875 2 340
1,875 2 340

but I am convinced that the plan is a pei
feetly feasible one."

All of these monitors were built duriu
the war of the rebellion. They are In
provements on the original monitor typt
but all possess the main characteristic fe;
tares of the prototype vessel. The monitor
saw hard service before Fort Sumter an
Battery Wagner, in Charleston Harbor, an
before Port Fisher. Their turrets are ir
dented deeply in many places from th
Diows received from (.'onfedrate shells, bn
no worse damage_ was d me, because i
those (lays few projectiles were fired \vit
a velocity of over 000 to 1.000 feet pe
second.
At the close of the war the monitor

were sent up the .lames itiver and auchore<
at City Point. Va., the object of this bein
to keep them in fresh water for the bette

protection of their iron hulls. A skeleton
crew was assigned to duty on one vessel
with a detail to look after all the vessels
of the fleet. A naval officer of the rank
of commander, and a chief engineer and
paymaster, with the usual number of officerswere assigned to the charge of the
monitors.

Hulls Hi Good Condition.
> Under the regulations of the Navy Departmentit. was the duty of the command-

ing officer to see that the engines of the
monitors were overhauled at least once

9 each week, and the hulls were also regu'larly cleaned and kept free from rust. The
result of this careful attention has beeu
that the monitors are to-day in better conditionthan might have been expected
after their long period of disuse.
This monitor fleet would doubtless, if

properly armed, constitute a formidable
addition to our limited harbor defences.
When war was threatened with Chili, in
1891. the Navy Department had recourse
to the monitor fleet as the only harbor defensethen available, and although the

f movement never reached the point of puttingthe vessels into commission, details
were prepared and the vessels actually
made ready for active service.
Three years ago the Navy Department decidedthat the water in the upper Delawareat League Island was sufficiently

fresh to permit the laying up of the moniorsat that point. The fleet was accordinglytaken out of the James River and
anchored in its present quarters.
The turrets of the monitors are twelve

inches in thickness and of iron. This
\ nretoetinn was sufficient- diirin<r the lute

war to keep out all the round and elongatedshot of the confederate batteres, but
it is doubtful whether it would afford any
protection against the modern four-inch
rapid-firing guns.
The plan suggested and which is now

submitted to the approval of the Navy Department,is to assign the monitors to hartbor duty as a part of the general system
of coast defence. The trials with the dyna1mite cruiser Vesuvius demonstrated that in

v a smooth sea the efficiency of the dynamiteguns was as high as when firing from
0 a shore platform. The placing of dynamite
s guns on board the pld monitors will, it is

said, increase the efficiency of the navy
by fully 8 per cent.

President Dnrllng's Statement.
President Thomas S. Darling, of the

Pneumatic Torpedo and Construction Company,was seen at his residence in Asbury
Park, X. J., yesterday in regard to the
proposition of his company to convert the
eignt oia monitors into dynamite vessels lor
harbor defence.
"We are sketching out a plan which we

think will utilize the old monitors," he
said. "We trust that the Government
will see its way clear to adopt them for
harbor defence.
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\ONiTORS REFITTED
ipped with the fifteen-inch pneumati<
defenders by, providing them with gi

s "I have unbounded confidence in the abildity of the pneumatic torpedo to destroy
J anything coming within its range, which i:
0 one and a half, two and three and a hall
s miles, according to the charge, variable
>- from 100 to 500 pounds of nitro-glycerine,d and is discharged from the same sized
i- weapon. For accuracy and annihilatingforce there is nothing in the world to comt- pare with it. One gun is capable of throw

ing upward of two tons of nitro-glycerine^ in ten minutes and can be handled with
1 absolute safety by the gunners."I Commodore Sampson, Chief of the Bu1rOQ n s\ f *-U x' irvL.uuoih-l- U1 me .>uvy uepariiment, would not admit last niglit that heI had requested the company to draw upI plans for changing the old monitors intoI dynamite gun vessels. He did admit, how:ever, that Secretary of the Xavy Long hadT indorsed a request made by the Pneumatict Torpedo and Construction Company to examine the monitors and report upon thet possibility of their being so utilized.

Hunter Republicans Met Their/ Match.
t Frankfort, Ky., April 7..The Silver and Gold
I Democrats and the anti-Hunter Republicans re^fused to answer to their names at the roll call
_ of to-day's joint session and prevented a quorum.The Hunter Republicans and the three Huntei

Democrats answertd, making sixty-one in all.The President ordered the taking of a formal
II ballot, and sixty votes were cast for Hunter,there being one pair, after which the joint>- session adjourned.
I, Arrested for Kidnapping:.h WinfltoH Cflnn a..n " * » ~

^inn i..r-eier mtvenoy, agedi- sixty-five years, of Collinsville, is under arrest' in the latter town charged with kidnapping llttieAnnie Savaria, aged nine, who was abductedfront school a week ago. Nothing has sincebeen heard of the girl, and It is rumored thatshe has been sent to France. Duvenoy is aFrenchman and grandfather n> the missing girl.0
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'BOYS AID1A
PLOT TO SWINDLE.

Postal Telegraph MessengersAssist in Robbing
the company.

DELIVERY CLERK IN IT.

Walter Commerse Made Out
False F'ayrolls and Had

Them Audited.
Four small messenger boys and the

former delivery clerk employed in the
branch office of the Postal Telegraph Company,at No. 317 Greenwich street, were

caught yesterday in a systematic scheme
for swindling the company, and promptly
discharged. The thefts of which the companyhas knowledge amount to about $250,
but how much more there may be cannot
be told, as the records, except for the last
six months, have been destroyed.
The man responsible for the swindle is

Walter Commerse, who is .1 brother-in-law
of Charles Ituffer, manager of the GreenIwich branch of the Postal's business. Com-
merse is about twenty years old, and had
been in the company's employ for several
years.
As delivery clerk Commerse had charge

of the messengers on duty at the branch
office and kept track of all messages which
passed through the place. His only immediatesuperior was Manager Ruft'er, and
the young man was allowed to do almost
entirely as he pleased, his accounts and
bills being approved by Mr. Ruffer without
being closely scrutinized.

Recognizing this fact it did not take Commerselong to figure out a way to cheat
the Postal Company and benet by the plan.

AS A COAST" DEFEt
2 dynamite guns. They are now lyi
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But to carry it out it was necessary for him
to take into his confidence the messengers
who were under his orders. It was this
which brought about the discovery of the
frauds. From one of the boys the story
was learned by the messengers in the ma'u
office and from them reached the ears of
the officials. Then came the investigation
and the dismissals.
Commerse's plan was a very simple one.

The messengers are paid according to the
number of telegrams they deliver and for
the number of answer messages they bring
to the company. In the large volume of
business passing through the Greenwich
street branch Commerse found it easy to
increase the number of messages each boy
was said to have delivered as well as the
number of answers he had brought to
the oifice. In this way the amount of pay
due the boy from the company was in
creased considerably. After making up the
false payrolls, Commerse would take them
to Manager Ruffer, who signed them, alter
which they were sent to the main office.
The boys, the record of whose work had

been thus altered, were paid at the main
office, there being no suspicion that all
was not right. After receiving the money
they would return to the branch and give a
part of the proceeds of the petty swindle
to Commerse. The boys say that he forced
them to give all the stolen money to him,
and that they were forced to take part in
the swindle by fear of losing their posi-
tions if they refused. Commerse, however,
claimed to the Postal officials that the hoys
and he divided the money they secured.
Commerse and all the boys implicated were
dismissed.

Piatt's Harlem Kills Canal Bill.
Washington, D. C., April 7..Senator Piatt,

of New York, to-day introduced a bill authorizingthe Secretary of Waf to contract with
Charles Stoughtbn for the construction of the
Harlem Kills Canal, to connect the lower Harlemwith Long Island Sound, and appropriating
$1,296,000 for payment for the work.
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H IS * PEN COULDN'T SAVE HIM.

Luiga Must Go Back to Italy, Despite His
Plea of Scholarliness.

Mamola Luiga, an aged Italian, who
claims to have been a professor of Greek,
Latin and Italian languages in one of the
universities of Italy, arrived in the steerage
of the Fuerst Bismarck and has since been
hi trie ueteiuiuii pen at cnus isiunu awaitingdeportation. Yesterday he sent the
following letter to Assistant Immigration
Commi* sioner McSweeney:
Most Illustrious Signor, President of the Tribunal

for the t-crutinizlng of Immigrants:
The objf-et of my coming here is more moralpoliticalthan material. Since my youthful days

I have always been an admirer of the Great
Republic of the United States of America becauseI am convinced that such great people owe
to her giant progress toward civilization which
has wonderfully surpassed that of old Europe.

I have tried more than once to come and
breathe this republican air. Although I am now
sixty year.s of age I have succeeded and my good
health and strong constitution make me fee; as
a man forty years old. I am single and all
alone.I left my family In Italy. I am a teacher
In Greek, Latin and Italian, and I ant sure I
can honesjly live without wanting any one's
aid. I have studied French and more so the
English language because I always dreamed to
OOlllA mul spa thns£» PTPiit r<irwihlin!»n Ktuioe T

hope this free land will have the goodness to
grant hospitality to a true republican.
My return to Italy now would be a mortal sorrowto me because I have been a strong supporterof the republic and the just cause of Cuba.

My heart bled when Maceo fell and his death
was a brotherly sorrow. I warmly appeal to
your goodness nnd liberality in order that youwill grant me to remain in New York at least
for a few months.
Luiga, aside from the fact that he is

sixty years old and without funds, has not
a strong constitution, and is crippled and
unable to earn a living. The letter did
not have the desired effect, for CommissionerMcSweeney refused to interfere with
the ruling of the Board and Inquiry, and
Luiga will be sent back to Italy.

THE NEW OLD-FASHIONED FAIR.

Christmas, New Year's and Thanksgiving All
Together at the Leslie Rooms.

A large fair in aid of the Riverside tDay
nursery was rieiu yesterday aiuernootl ana
at night in the Leslie Rooms, Boulevard
and Eighty-third street. It will be continuedto-day.
The arrangements were decidediy original.There was a Thanksgiving Day booth,laden with edibles appropriate to that festivity,in charge of members of All Angels'P. E. Church. Mrs. IT. C. Conger and

.Mrs. C. G. Dobbs, of Calvary BaptistChurch, presided at the Christinas booth,which was arranged with chimney, stockB.<?.

^ C7

\DER.
ng useless in League Island
ining 500 pounds of dynamite a

ing and Santa Glaus.
At the Fourth of July booth, gay with

bunting and flags, were Mrs. A. Shiland and
her Columbia maidens of Rutgers Riverside
j. icsuj leriau < liurcu. uiruruuve cups ana
saucers were sold at the New Year's booth,
and chocolate and tea were served by Mrs.
W. A. Heacock, of the Park Presbyterian
Church, and Mrs. H. P. Doremus, of St.
Andrew's M. E. Church, and their assistapts.
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So the Latter Declines ti
Serve on the Same Com-
mittee with the Former.

ROW IN THE POLICE BOARD

Sequel of the Old Quarrel Ove
the Signing of RequisitionPapers.

The sequel to the requisition disput
which occurred several weeks ago betwee
Police Commissioners Grant and Andrews
in which the former demanded that th
latter apologize for having refused to at

cept certain requisitions signed by Colonc
Grant unless they were countersigned b,

meeting of the Police Board held yesterdaj
All the members of the board took a hand
although, of course, the principal part
were played by Mr. Andrews and Colons
Grant. The matter was brought up b,
Commissioner Andrews introducing a rt

port, the gist of which follows:
I submit herewith 1X1 requisitions for eurren

supplies, made by various officers of this d«
purtment and addressed to the Committee o

Repairs and Supplies. These requisitions es

tend over a period running from March 19 t
date.

I hare examined them all. noted my approva
ordisapproval in the usual manner, and returne
them promptly to the office of the chairman o
the committee. Commissioner Grant. whenc
they came. On Saturday afternoon. April 3,
received 83. and 26 more to-day, with it messag
from the chairman of the committee to the et
feet that he refused to act upon any of th
requisitions.

A)s the signature of the chairman of the com
mtttee is essential, and particularly as man,
of the requisitions are for articles of curren
use in the department, which are urgentl;
needed, and as to which delay will result ii
serious inconvenience and loss to the depart
merit. I submit the matter to the full Boari
for such action at it may see fit.
Commissioner Grant, the chairman, declarei

that he will not sign any future requisition
or orders. All ordinary supplies, necessary ar
tides for the care and cleaning of statioi
houses, repairs, stationery and other inciden
tals, without which the department canno
continue its work, have been stopped.

I submit the matter to the Board for such ac
tion as it may see fit.

> Colonel Grant Is Firm,
Xo one spoke until after the clerk had

concluded reading the report. Then ColonelGrant said calmly: "There is not a

great deal of use In nay saying more about
this matter, except to repeat to the Board
n-lmf T horn hleAnrln I4- Whan T o

informed that unless an order of mine is
countersigned by a sergeant of police.one
of my subordinates.it will not be recognized,why, I am done. I reported to the
Board that Mr. Andrews had made no
apology, so I regarded it as my resignation
as a member of the Committee on Repairs
and Supplies. I do not care what act'ou
the Board takes, I will not act with Mr.
Andrews on that committee."
President Roosevelt seemed speechless

for a minute. Then he asKed: "is this to
be taken as your resignation? Do yoi
mean to resign now?"
"Yes," replied the Colonel, "that is just

what I mean to do."
"Well," said the president, "I don't know

what to say."
"Accept my resignation; that's all you

have to fln."
I, "T. merely, nadtt-Uxi';uyu';i '.said Coir
missioner Andrews. "Surely, I had tha
right."
"Inquiry is all right," said Commissione

Park; "but there is a way of going abou
it."
"It was the disrespectful message ser

me that I objected to," said Colonel Gran
"not the fact that a colleague wished t
make an inquiry."
A general discussion was begun.

His 1 11imatum.
"Well," interrupted Colonel Grant. '

insist upon resigning, unless Mr. Andrew
apologizes, and that's all there is abot
it."
Colonel Grant declined positively to a<

on the requisitions then before the Boari
President Roosevelt threw the batch on tt
table and exclaimed:
"I move that the requisitions be ai

proved as offered by Mr. Andrews."
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Mr. Parker objected on the ground thai
he had not seen them.
"Weil. I have not examined them, either,"

said the President, "but I know Mr. Andrewshas."
Colonel Grant ski<1 he had seen them, but

he refused to act. They were finally passe*
by the Board, provided that Commission*
Parker, after he b.ts fend them, signs tliem
The resignation of CqJonel Grant necessitatesvarious changes" in the distribution ol

the work of the depa tineiit.
J The charges against Policeman Vnliely. ol

the Sixteenth PrecinCt. accused of having
more than his lawful share of wives, was
considered at length, a'nd he was dismissed
from the force. Va'Ie'.v was ill some rime
ago and was removed to a hospital. There Hi?
he was called upon by w<> women, each of

/ whom claimed to be his wife.
i luurinns Arraij. nt"ii nnu inscharged.
Frank B. Murtha, the manager of the Murray

Hill Theatre, and his son, Frank P., vou- arraignedl>efore Magistrate Crtfxte in Jefferson
Market Court yesterday morning on a warrant
issued by the Magistrate Toes lay afternoon
upon representations made to hi n by Charles
Conor, of Forty-second street and Third avenue,
u saloonkeeper, who alleged that the Marthas
Ptjd passed on him a worthless check for $175.
Cohor told the Magistrate that his pro et dings wl
were all due to a misunderstanding and that

D he was convinced that the Murthas had no dislionorahleintention and would certainly pay'' him. The Murthas were discharged.
e

Gas GntU a Broker's Life.
,j Frank Starr, aged thirty-one, a real estate

v
broker doing buslnes; with his brother, E. S.
Starr, at No. 103 Sixth avenue, was found
dead in his room, at No. 1 Van Nest place, yesr.terday morning. Dr. Ormaby. of No 153 Tenth
street, who has been attending him for rheu'matism. called at the house this morning ands found Starr's room full of gas and the man

m dead. A brother of the deceased, William H.
Starr, of Hoboken. will take charge of tiey twtv
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